
wedding photographer guide 
2 0 1 8

ON THE JOURNEY 
F O R  T H E  L O V E  O F  WED D I N G S  



BASIC  BUT  IMPORTANT 

We all love wedding photography and we all have

amazing work. Yet we all come from different

backgrounds and experiences. So here are just a

few basic ideas to be sure we're on the same page. 
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 WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 

A wedding day is about two

people bringing together family

and friends for a once in a lifetime

show of love and support. We truly

believe that it is an honor to be

able to document this beautiful

event, and we show up as service

providers with 100% support for all

types of people and all types of

weddings. We value compassion,

integrity, service, and teamwork in

delivering our best work every

time and making sure our clients

have the amazing wedding day

experience they deserve.  



PRESENTATION 

Dress is black or navy,  no

sneakers or jeans

Read through the shooting

plan and family list prior to

the wedding day to

familiarize yourself with the

couple and their families

Plan to arrive early to give

yourself time to find your

starting location and set up 

Arrive extra early for any

locations you're not familiar

with to walk around a little

Introduce yourself and

meet as many people as

you can

Be friendly and helpful, but

know when to step back

and be the observer



SHOOTING 
Bring backups for your camera,

lens(es), flash, batteries 

Check off the photo list to make sure

nothing gets missed 

Shoot at least 5 of every group shot

(10 for bigger groups) to make sure all

eyes are open in at least 1-3 finals

Get well exposed, in focus, sharp

photos, and then get creative

Once required shots are checked off

at each part of the day, experiment

with your creativity!

We want a lot of details, so shoot

wide, medium, tight, and change up

angles and lighting

Don't delete from your card as it can

lead to corruption of the card 

LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER 

Shoot  most  of  the  group  photos

Do  most  of  the  posing  at  the

couple  photos ,  and  ask  second

to  pose  the  couple  once  or  twice

SECOND & THIRD PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Find  unique  angles  or  use

different  lenses  or  l ighting  at  all

t imes  when  shooting  with  the

lead  photographer

When  shooting  the  couple  with

the  lead  photographer ,  f ind  a

unique  angle  but  hold  back  on

the  posing ;  ask  to  pose  once  or

twice  as  appropriate

ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Talk  to  each  other  to

coordinate  shooting

different  angles ,

lenses ,  ISO / l ighting

at  different  points  of

the  day

However ,  minimize

casual  talking  during

the  wedding  until

dinner



BUT WAIT 

THERE'S 

MORE 

Free mentoring,

brainstorming or technical

assistance by email, phone

or in-person meetings. 

Free family or personal

photos and discounts on

wedding photography

Strobe lighting loaners for a

job or if you just want to

expand your skills

Annual gatherings with "co-

workers" because working

solo is hard sometimes!

$300 bonus for wedding

referrals (and less work for

you!) 

Long-term  relationships

depend  on  mutual

respect  and  support .  Your

personal  and  professional

development  and  your

enjoyment  is  important

because ,  well ,  we  care !  



CLOSING 
THOUGHTS 
I T ' S  A B O U T  T H E M  

At the end of the day, the

wedding belongs to the 

couple and their families

and friends. Long, long after

we've been forgotten, these

photos will have lasting

meaning to people who

haven't even been born yet.

We are so thrilled to be

working with you in this

amazing profession! 

"They may forget what you said 
— but they will never forget how 

you made them feel." 


